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To the Occafional Reverberator. 


SJ &, 
SUBMIT the Style of the following Letter 
I to your Correction, and hope you will give it a 
Place in your Paper. 


Jo the Reformed Dutch Congregations i 
NEW-YOR K. 


GENTLEMEN, 


S Nothing affords more melancholly 
A Refleétions than the evident decline of your 
Congregation, fo Nothing more importu- 
nately calls for your Confideration, thin falling upon 
fome Method or other to prevent its crumbling into 
total Ruin; and recovering, if pofible, its former 
Weight and Ufefulnefs. To prevent the Sufpicion of 
any tinifter Defigns, it may be proper to allure you, 
that | am aMember of your Church. The Sincerity 
of my Withes for its Profperity, 1 leave you to coileét 
from this Addrefs. As you are all concerned in its 
Support, I thought proper to write to you all, and 
the beft Method of doing it, is this thro’ the Prefs.--- 
In Matters of a public Nature, every Man has a Right 
publicly to communicate his Sentiments ; and if he 
delivers them with good Manners, and difcovers an 
unfeigned Singlenefs of Heart, they ought to have a 
favourable Reception and Conilruction. If | am 
miftaken as to Faéts, it is entirely undefigned, and 1 
am willing to be corrected. The Advancement of 
Religion in the Prefervation of our Church, is all my 
Aim, and glad thoald I be, if I can be clearly con- 
vinced that my Apprehenfions are groundlefs, and we 
have nothing to fear, To conftrue my Zeal for the 
Continuance of the Duich Chorch, as the Effeét of an 
will be doing me an In- 
oteltant Perfuafions are 
within the Pale of the Churea univerfal, and expe& as 
weil as hope, that of each of chem, many will fer down 
with Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob, in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. As I was bred up in the Church of Holland, 
I have not, as yet, had Reafon co diffent from it : For 
of all the Reformed Churches, I know of none that 
exceeds it in Purity of Doctrine, and a Regularity of 
Worthip and Difcipline; and in this View of the 
Matter, I cannotin Confcience defert it, nor refuie 
this hamble Attempt to advance its true Intereit and 
Ulefulnefs. 

That the Dutch Church has greatly decreafed, and 
is continually declining, are Fatis, however, demon- 
ftratively trae, yet often denied by fome, and too, 
too little adverted to by as all. Had not this Declen- 
fion long fince began, there bad fearce been an Eng!ith 


uncharitable Party Spirit, 


juftice. } believé that all p 





Congregation in this City. Not to go higher than 
‘Twenty Years age, our Churches were full, and fo 
prodigious was our own Growth, that tho’ we had 

loft many of our Members, we might yet be properly 

called, a flourithing Congregation. No fooner was 
the New Church opened, than even the fpacious Area 
of that Edifice was crowded with People. ‘The going 

in and coming out of both Congregations, enlivened 

all the Streets of the Town ; and not inconfiderable 
was the Pleafure, to ufe the Words of the Pfalmitt, 

tc fee the Trikes go up, the Tribes of the Lord, unto the 
Tcflimony of Ucael, to give Thanks unto the Name of the 

Lord. Our Congregauon confifted of not lefs than 

Three Thoufand Souls, The Communicants infarge 

Numbers furrounded the Table of the Lord, and our 
Catechifms were thronged with young People, For- 

merly the beit Friends of our Church were in the 

Council and Aflembly : The Magiltrates, and whole 

Corporation, of our Body. The fuperior Officers of 
the Government, were Members of our Confiflory. 

The public Weal of the Province, and our ecclefiaflical 

Interefts, were in the fame Hands : In the Hands of 
thofe who, by Principle and Profeflion, were difpofed 

to preferve aud promote the Welfare of our Churches. 

We were not only populous, but rich, and had a vatt 

political Influence. ‘Ihe Candle of Profperity fhone 

upon our Congregation with falutary Brightnefs, and 

our religious Rights and Privileges feemed to be fixed 

vpon an immovable Bafis. But alas! how is our 

Glory become dim. We are in every Thing, the reverfe of 
what we were once. Of whom is our Confiftory now 

compofed : They are indeed Men of {potlefs Fame, of 
undoubted Integrity, but their Weight and Influence, 

compared with that of their Predeceflors, fcarce deferve 
to be mentioned. ‘Tho’ few of our Commeénicants, in 

comparifon of the Bulk of the People, defert us, how 

many Places are there lamentably vacant at the Lord’s 

Table, Our Catechifms are fcarely attended. What 

are our public Appearanegs? Alas! he that remembers 
what they were once, mult with Bitcernefs of Soul, 
view our prefent {piritlefs, lean, unattended Aflemblies. 
With the Jews, who retarned from the Babslonih 
Captivity, we lament the inferior Glory of the datier 
Houje. Our Congregations are icarcely compofed of 
any others than middle aged People. Our Youth are 
gone off. We can promife ourfelves nothing from 
the sifing Generation. Our political Importances is 
diminifhed, and dying away, and doubtlefs the very 
Infants we baptize will forfake us. Well may we 
adopt the mournfal Lamentation of the Prophet, How 
is Woe become as a Widow ? She that was great among the 
Nation:, and Princefs among the Provinces. The Ways 
of Zion do mourn, becauje none come to the folemn Feafts, 
all her Gates are défolate: Her Prichs figh, her Virgins 
are affied, and foe is in Bitterne/s. 
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Jf then our Declenfion is evident, the Cavfe of it 
is no lefs apparent. It is not becaufe we have not the 
Means of Grace ix Scafon, and out of Sealon: No; to 
the Honour of our Minifters be it fpoken, they are 
- Men of Senfe and Learning. They are found in the 
Truth, and wnwearied in their Labours. We have, 
as the Apofile fpeaks, Lefom upon Leffon, bere a little 
and there a iittl. heir Vilits are general and im- 
proving. ‘There is no Part of God's Vinyard, more 
evangelscally cultivated. Nor do any defert us from 
Objections to the Cherch. The Doctrines preached 
amongti vs, are thofe of the Gofpel. Our Method of 
worthip is edifying ; and the Government of the 
Chur 6f Holland, On the one Hand, confiflent 
with Chriltian Liberty, and, on the ether, has the beit 
Tendency to quell Animofities, prevent Confufion, 
promote Regularity, and eflablifh Peace. To the 
Difafe of the Durch, and the prevailing Ufe of the 
Englif> Language alone, isthe Declenfion of our 
Churdlf’'to be atcribed. We live under an Eng/is 
Government, ate fubje@t to Engli# Laws. Our Com- 
merce is with the Bagh/, and all oar Affairs mutt ne- 
ceffarily be conduéted in that Language. We are 
obliged to acquaint ourfelves with it, and it is abfo 
futely neceflary, that we fould teach it to our Children. 
Nay, it is already fo general, that even without our Af- 
fiftance, they cannor help acquiring it in iome Degree. 
The Dutch Tongue is, on the Contrary, almoft in- 
tirely become Uielefs. It is Scarce necefiary in any 
Office, Bufinefs, Condition or Employment ; and there 
are therefore comparatively, but few Families amongtt 
tis, efpecially among the younger People, but are 
bettef acquainted with the Englifh than the Dutch 
Language ; and few alfo are the Inftances, even among 
ourfelves, of thofe that take any Pains to have their 
Children taught, either to read or {peak Dutch, much 
lefs to make fo great a Proficiency as to be able to at- 
tend divine Worthip in that Language, with any valu- 
able Improvement. There isa vaft Difference between 
underftanding, the common barbaroas Dutcs fpoken in 
our Famihes, and the ftudied and ornamentcd Style of 
the Polpit. "he Generality of our People, that are 
well enough acquainted ‘with the former, are almoit 
totally ignorant of the ‘latter. And hence it follows, 
that our Worfhip to fuch moft be tedious and unim- 
proving, becaufe unintelligible. It is therefore not 
mm the leaft to be wondered at, that our Congregations 
are perpetually diminifhing, and that thofe who wor- 
hip in the Eggiih Language proportionably increafe. 
How terrible a Profpect have we, therefore, in View. 
No fooner is the prefent Generation pafled off the 
Stage of ‘lime, but our Charches will be left defolate 
and unpeopled. And fhall a Church, in the Belief of 
whofe Dottrines many have born the Sufferings of 
Martyrdom, be reduced to abfolute Ruin ! Shall thofe 
Walls which were Witnefies to the moft tender and 
animated Addrefies, to the moft folemn and importunate 


Prayers, to the ‘I'ruths of the Gofpel, which have 


been long difpenfed in their divine Purity, no longer 
refound with the delightful Mufic of the Saints, and 
the Offers of Pardon and Peace to a finful World ! 
For God's fake, My Brethren, let us rife from our 
Lethargy, aud betal:e ourfelves to fome Method or 
other, of preferving our religiousRights andfPrivileges, 
and endeavour to tranfmit the fame divine Doétrines 
to our Offspring, which have fo long been che Source 
of Joy and Confolation to us and our Fathers. - The 
Gofpel may indeed be cifpenfed wigh equa! Purity and 
Soundne(s in other proteftant Churches. ‘Their Mini- 
flers may be as unwearicd in theit Labours as ours. 
Their Worhip may be equally edifying, and their 
Difcipline as racional. All thefe Things may be 
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admitted, and I hope they arein fome Meafare true. 
But if they do not furpafs us, why thould we faffer 
our Church to fink into Ruin ? Why not fupport and 
maiptain it, and preferve in our own Hands the Power 
of fecuring the Difpenfation of the fame Doétrines we 
believe to be true, the fame Worfhip in which we have 
been edified, and that Government which the Darch 
have always experienced to be well adapted to the Re- 
gulation of a Chriftian Church. 

{he Meafures we ought to purfue for our Preferva- 
tion, are eafy, reafonable and neceflary. Nothing 
more is wanting, than that our Worfhip in one of 
eur Churches, be condutied in the / mg/h Language. 
I neither propofe, with for, or would confent to, any 
other Change than only of the Language: And this 
Change we muft of Necefiity make. Nor wiil the 
Introduction of it be in the leaft attended with Dificu!. 
ty. Our Forms are few, and may be eafily tranflated, 
‘Lhe Pialms in Engiid ase already fet to Notes, as | 
have been informed, by the Direétion of the Reverend 
Clafiis, and probably bound up witha Tranflation of 
the Forms alio. And if the State of our Church was 
properly reprefented to the Claflis, there is no Reafon 
to coubt, but that we fhould be ipeecily fupplied with 
a Minifler, The Expence of fupporting him we can 
eafily defray. Our Leafes will {oon expire, and if the 
Church Lands are then properly improved, a Fund may 
be eftablifhed, fully daticient, with the ordinary Col- 
lections and Income, genteely to fupport four *”‘nifters, 
and every other Charge we thall be expofed tc 

‘A be Change I contend for may not only be eafily 
brought about, but it is highly reafonable and abfolutely 
necehary, we fhoald immediately attempt and execute 
t. it cannot be fuppofed, that any of our People can 
poflibly be fo weak, as to imagine that there is any 
Religion tn the Dutch Language ; or that our Church, 
fhouid the Worfhip be in any other Language, would 
not be eiicntially the fame,--as much the Church of 
Hol.and as ever. ‘The Doétrines we hold, our Worihip, 
and Dilcipline, conftitute its Charaéter, and not the 
Dutch Language, which is as diftinét from it, as the 
Cloaths a Man wears, from the Man himfelf. He 
therefore that wifhes the Profperity of the Church, 
mult, upon his own Principles, contend for the 
Change above mentioned, fince thereby alone the 
Church can be preferved. Nor for that Reafon can 
the IntroduGion of the Engiif> Language, be dif- 
pleafing to the Claflis, who cannot but rejoice that the 
Church of Hedland prevails among other Nations, and 
in different Languages. And now, as the Neglect of 
thefe Means muit prove our unavoidable Ruin, let us 
confider the happy Confequences that mutt follow from 
the Alceration | propofe. ; 

Firft : All thofe who are now about to go off, will 
then undoubtedly continue with us, fince none leave 
us from a Difapprobation of our Church or Minilters ; 
and we fhall befides, forever after effectually fecure our 
own Growth. But if we neglect this only Remedy, 
our Declenfion will become more and more vifible; 
and it is melancholly to reflect, that of all the Children 
who are perpetually brought to oa: saptifmal Font, 
and bred up in the Bofom of the Church, few, if any 
of them, will remain in it,; for as the Caufe of our 
Peclenfion muft néceflarily increafe, the Effects will 
be proportionable to it, ‘till we are wholly cepeopled. 

but Secondly: Our IntroduGiion of the Englifh 
Language. will be the only Means of recovering, and 
it wiil effectually recover, all thofe who, tho’ they are 
concerned for the Intereft of the Church, and heartily 
approve its Doétrines, Worhip and Difcipline, have 
left it meerly on Account of their Ignorance of the 
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honeft Churchman ?. And who can tell what your Im- 
piety may carry you to fay next; perhaps we fhall 
hear you aflert by and by, that there is no more in- 
trinfic Holinefs in a confecreated Church than ina 
Farmer's Barn, and that praying in a white Surplice, 
is no more pleafing to Goo than in a leathern Dubblet; 
and what a Scene of Impieties would fuch Tenets in- 
troduce into the World?.--Are not thefe fufficient 
‘ Grounds for all the Clamours that have been raifed 
againft you, as endeavouring to bring the Clergy into 
Contempt, and throw the World into Deifm, could 
any Thing have a more natural Tendency to do it, than 
fuch horrid Infinuations? For indeed, Sir, if our 
Clergy are not refpetied on fuch Accounts as thefe, I 
fear (the World is now grown fo bad) that many of 
them will have no Refpett thewn them at all, and who 
fees not, that Deifm and al! Kinds of Profanénef., will 
be'the neceflury Confequence of fuch Contempt. 

You can’t but fee from this View of Things, that 
your Crime is of the moft enormous Size; and what 
Punifhment do you think cam be equal to its proper 
Demerit.---Perhaps you may flatter yourfelf, that be- 
caufe we have no inquifition, Spiritaal-Court, Star- 
Chamber, &c. in this Country, you may efcape with 
Impupity, but be not deceived, there are Anathema’s 
in Store for you, if you perfil in your Impiety ; think, 
Sir, what a dreadful Situation you muft be in, if thefe 
daring Offences fhould provoke the moderate Clergy 
to ah the Sentence, and deliver you over to Satan ; 
but if yoar Confcience is fo ftupid, that thefe Things 
don’t deter you, Yet remember, that there are Bonds 
and Jmprifonment, Fire and Faggots, which our 
Chureh has often found the moft convincing Argu- 
ments for fuch obftinate Defpifers as you. 

Perhaps you was aware of thisDanger, and therefore 
attempted to fecure yourfelf, by infinuating to the 
World, that Civil Magiftrates have no Bufinefs to in- 
terfere in Matters of Religion, or to punifh Men for 
imbracing and perfifting in erronious Principles : A 
mot abiurd Dofwine indeed! what, muft every mean 
Artiticer claim a Right to judge and think for himtelf, 
may every illiterate Plowman be left to fall in with 
what Way of Worfhip he pleafes, and the Civil Ma- 
gillrate never interpofe : Monflrous Abfurdity ; a di- 
reét Way to introduce all manner of Errors and Hcre- 
fies into the Chriftian Church, and to encourage an 
ebitinareDifobedience to the Civil Authority: How can 
a Civil Roler that regards the Welfare of his Subjects, 
fee them diffent from our excellent Eftablifhment, and 
fo run head-long to Ruin, and never exert his Autho- 
rity to bring them into the right Way. Dare you, or 
any one be fo bold as to irfinvate, that the Church of 
England, as by Law eftablith’d, is not the moft ex- 
cellent conftituted Church in the World ? Have you 
not the dp/e Dixit of every one of her Clergy, and of 
every Waiter who has appeared againit you for this ? 
And if they have offer’d no other Reafon, is it not, be- 
caufe there can be no Neceflity for it in a Cafe fo ex- 
ceeding plain ? How much better then would it be, if 
our Authority, inftead of neglecting the Souls of Men, 
and tolerating fo many damning Errors, would oblige 
every one upon pain of the fevereft Penalties, to think 
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and believe as they ought to do in Matters of Religion, 
and not meerly as they pleafe: How foon fhould we 
then fee, that much to be defired Uniformity in Reli- 
gion, fo neceflary to the Peace and Credit of our 
Charch ? Fines, Imprifonment, Sequeftrations, &¢. 
would foon quell the Obftinacy of Kanaties, and per- 
fuade the moft zealous Diffenter to embrace the Truth. 
But fhould the Civil Rulers exert no Authority in Mat- 
ters of Religion, what would become of our Church, 
the moft excellent in the World? What Arguments 
could fepport or defend it againit foch bold Invaders, 
and daring Pretenders to Reafon and Liberty, that have 
rifen in this profane and degenerate Age. 

I know there has been fome in all A ges, who make 
a mighty Stir about Liberty of Confcience ; but cana 
Man's Confcience ever diate any Thing contrary to 
‘Truth? How then can they plead Confcience in diffen- 
ting from our Church? Or fhould J allow that Con- 
fcience may err, yet muft Men be fuffered to continue 
in fuch Errors, and foliow the Diétates of a mifguided 
Confcience ? No fure, if they will not be,perfuaded to 
fee, let them be made to feel ; if the Inflru@ions of our 
Clergy can't open their Eyes,let our Authority try what 
Scourgings and Imprifonments will do.---O! how 
many poor Souls who are now wandring in the dark 
Mazes of Error and Delufion, might, by fuch Means, 
be brought into the Bofom of the trae Church! --Con- 
fider therefore, Mr. Rertector, what unfpeakable 
Mifchiefs you do, both to your Country and to Reli- 
gion, while you attempt to clip the Wings both of the 
i cclefiattical and Civil Power; and what a dreadful 
Hazard you run, while you incur the Cenfure of the 
former, and, confequently, provoke the Arm of the 
latter. 

If, therefore, you would efcape the above mentioned 
Vengeance, and do fomething to ferve the Caufe of 
that Religion you have fo evidently attempted to on- 
dermine, be advifed to turn about, and unfay all that 
ever you have faid upon thefe Subjeéts ; let the World 
know, that Religion and the Clergy are fynonymous 
Terms ; that there ismo fuch Creature existing asa 
wicked Man in aclerical Habit; that a twilted Rofe 
is a facred Badge of ecclefiaftical Authority, demanding 
Reverence ; and that a venerable Gown always con- 
ftitutes the Man of God ; endeavour to excite the 
civil Magiftrates to a faithful Difcharge of their Duty; 
that they may banith Errors from the Church, and root 
out Hereticks from the Face of the Earth, not by the 
duil Methods of Reafon and Argument, which would 
make too flow Progrefs in fo glorious a Work ; but 
by the more effeétual Methods of corporal Punifhment, 
fuch as Bonds, Imprifonment, Burning and Death. 
This would be the only Way, not only to wipe off the 
Odium caf upon you, and exert your Genius to fome 
valuable Purpofe ; but to fecure effedtually the Friend- 
thip of all thofe who now appear your Adverfaries. 
And would be peculiarly agreeable to him, who then 
promifes to be 

Your fincere and hearty Fric nd, 
EPISCOPOS. 
New-Windler, 
Aug. 45, 1753. 


I 4M_ extremely obliged to the Authors of the two Performances figned Q. and foall always be ready te 
thank thofe Gentlemen for the Continuance of their Aijifiance. 
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